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Counselor Preparation
Service Through Learning

Counseling students Wyntre Stout and Stefanie Kulik, professor Ardelle Dickinson,
director of graduate marketing Laurie Gauthier, counseling student Shanni Corros, and
professor Ileanna Freeman attended the American Association of Christian Counselors
World Conference.

F

ounded in 1997, the counseling programs within the School of Education
and Psychology offers two Master of Science tracks: Clinical Mental Health
Counseling and School Counseling.
(Continued on page 3)

From the
Dean’s Desk
First of all, heartfelt
congratulations to our
December graduates! We are
very proud of the work you
have done and look forward
to hearing of your continued
success!
Inside this edition of
UNRAVELED, you will find
articles on our three new
John
faculty members. What a
McCoy, Ed.D.
pleasure to welcome these
folks to our School! Each one brings a unique
perspective and style that we are appreciating and
loving.
Summerour Hall is quickly approaching
completion. Our projected move-in date is May
or June of this year, once all of the systems are
checked. It is going to be a spectacular building!
Two specialty items that will make our building
even more spectacular. One, we are installing a
digital touchscreen at the entrance to Summerour
that will allow anyone entering the building to
locate offices and classrooms, to view the locations
of our current student missionaries, to find a list
of donors, and to do some way-finding to locate
nearby churches, schools, restaurants, or other
points of interest.
The other project is titled “I Am the Way” and
will feature a bronze statue of Jesus kneeling next
to a student who is sitting on a bench reading
a Bible. This beautiful piece of artwork will be
located in a garden adjacent to Summerour’s
main entrance. It will truly be inspirational in its
portrayal of our mission: pointing others to Christ.
Tax deductible contributions are now being
accepted for these two projects and can be sent to
P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315-0370. Thank
you in advance, and have a wonderful new year!
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Editor: Wyntre Stout

Students Honor Psychology
Professor Dan Burks
Student submission by Stefanie Kulik,
Psychology alumna and School Counseling
Master’s student

T

his past May, the School of Education and Psychology
honored one of our most beloved professors, Dr. Dan
Burks. Burks retired at the end of the 2013 school
year and, as a tribute, students decided to host a “roast” in
his honor. Several students and faculty from the School of
Education and Psychology attended the gathering, held in the
home of psychology professor Rob Coombs.
The highlight of the night was not the partaking of Dr.
Burks’ favorite sweet treats, but in the sharing of the tradition
by which he taught so well–storytelling. Anyone who has
heard of Dr. Burks has probably also heard that his classes
are enriched with stories from his own life, which enhance
students’ learning in a way that no textbook can. However,
this night was unlike a normal class period in that it was the
students’ turn to share and give back to the man who had
taught them so much over the years.
Some students came prepared with speeches, while others
recited their favorite “Dr. Burks stories” word-for-word. Many
students shared simple thoughts of thanks, and others spoke
of their most memorable moments in class.
One student, Edely Yepez-Sanchez, had surveyed the
psychology professors for a project a couple of years prior.
Having kept the faculty responses, she brought Dr. Burks’
survey and shared some of his candid and humorous answers.
One of the questions was: “If you could have a room filled
with one thing, what would it be?” Although not the answer
he gave, Edely suggested the thing he might wish for most
would be a room full of adoring students who all loved and
respected him. And looking around the room that evening,
that’s exactly what he had.

Students
surrounding
professor
Dan Burks
Photo courtesy
of Edely YepezSanchez

Phone: 423.236.2765
Fax: 423.236.1765
Email: edpsych@southern.edu
Website: southern.edu/edpsych

UNRAVELED is the official
newsletter for the School of
Education and Psychology at
Southern Adventist University.

Counselor Preparation
		Service Through Learning 					
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
prepares students to be licensed
professional counselors who work
with individuals, families, and groups
to address and treat mental and
emotional disorders and to promote
optimal mental health. School
Counseling prepares students to be
professional school counselors who
work within the school system to
address students’ academic, career,
personal, and social development with
the goal of helping them maximize
their achievement.
The counseling program’s mission
is to prepare effective Christian
professionals who demonstrate a
commitment to the pursuit of truth,
wholeness, and a life of service in a
diverse society. Quality curriculum
and instruction that prepares students
to be competent licensed professionals
is the foundation of preparing
effective counselors to serve in their
community.
The counseling program’s curricula
were designed in alignment with
the Council for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Educational
Programs (CACREP) standards. The
vision of CACREP is to provide
leadership and to promote excellence
in professional preparation through
the accreditation of counseling
and related educational programs.
Although not yet accredited by
CACREP, the state of Tennessee
deems our counseling programs to
be in accordance with CACREP
standards. Only students who
graduate from programs that are
aligned with these standards are
allowed by the state of Tennessee to sit
for their licensing exam, and students
graduating from Southern are given
this privilege.
The CACREP standards that our
program was originally aligned with
have been updated in the past few
years. “We are working diligently to
make sure everything in the program
is aligned with the most current
standards in the field, not just the

(Continued from page 1)

health facilities who are in need of
past ones,” said Ileanna Freeman,
counseling services.
counseling professor and director of
Not only do students go out into
graduate programs in counseling. As
this process concludes, we are looking the community as part of their clinical
training, but they also work from an
forward to obtaining CACREP
in-house counseling clinic to offer
accreditation in the near future.
services to community members at
Mikhaile Spence, graduate
no charge. The Practicum Counseling
enrollment counselor, said, “Our
Clinic gives students an opportunity
faculty and staff continuously strive
to practice counseling skills while
to improve the quality of curriculum
meeting the needs of both community
and instruction.” The benefits of this
members and Southern students.
focus on quality training practices are
Social service organizations in
evident in our counseling students
the local community–such as the
who consistently perform well on
Samaritan Center, which provides a
national exams and who demonstrate
variety of assistance to low-income
a commitment to serving others
families in the area–refer clients to
through their professional training.
the Practicum Counseling Clinic.
Counseling students and faculty
Sharon Smith-Hensley, social services
recently attended the American
director at the Samaritan Center and
Association of Christian Counselors
alumna of our program, said, “I am
World Conference. The plenary
sessions, specialized training in various thankful that I can refer clients who
need counseling to the
workshops, and
networking
Counseling students Practicum Counseling
Clinic. Not only is it a
with other
demonstrate a
good opportunity for
professionals
students to become
provided
commitment to
involved in real-world
students
counseling, but it also
opportunities to
serving others
provides a service to
enhance their
through
their
community members
helping skills.
they otherwise
In addition
professional training. that
could not afford.”
to taking
Counseling students
advantage of
and faculty are excited about the
the learning opportunities, students
progressive facilities for the Practicum
worked with Freeman and Laurie
Counseling Clinic that will be
Gauthier, director of graduate
marketing, to promote the programs at available in the newly renovated
Summerour Hall. When completed,
a booth in the exhibit hall.
Summerour Hall will feature an
Community service is a natural
expanded and improved Counseling
outcome of the clinical training
Clinic. It will have an accommodating
that gives counseling students an
reception area, four counseling rooms
opportunity to put into practice
(one of which will be a play therapy
the knowledge and skills they
room for children), and advanced
learn. Cultivating opportunities for
technological support equipment.
experiential learning and application
is a priority for the program. Freeman These facilities will enhance
counseling students’ ability to serve
and counseling professor Steve
the community. French says, “I am
French, the supervisors of practicum
looking forward to having adequate
and internship experiences, strive
space in our counseling center so that
to cultivate relationships within the
community that connect students with students have the resources they need
to continue their excellent work.”
individuals in schools and mental
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School of Education and Psychology

December 2013
Graduates
Photos courtesy of
Southern Memories, Southern’s website, and graduates
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Name: Janelle
Baughman
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Literacy Education
Hometown: Cicero, IN
Future Plans: Take
a few years off from
teaching to care for my
family

Name: Stacy Blanzy
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Elkins,
WV
Future Plans: Teach
grades 5-8 in the small
Adventist school where
I graduated

Name: Kenneth Blaser
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown:
Brooksville, FL

Name: Liz Breen
Major: Psychology,
Clinical
Hometown: Orlando,
FL
Future Plans: Take a
semester break while
traveling and preparing
for graduate school

Name: David Garner
Major: Outdoor
Leadership
Hometown: Ooltewah,
TN
Future Plans: Pursue
a degree in physical
therapy

Name: Katlyn
Goodwin
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Oshawa,
Ontario
Future Plans: Work
as a teacher in Canada
and continue to follow
God’s plans for me

Name: Mike Harris
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Outdoor Education
Hometown: Mount
Vernon, OH
Future Plans: Teach at
the college level

Name: Kerrel Henry
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed

Name: Jennifer
Hernandez
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Silver
Spring, MD
Future Plans: Work as
a teacher, then pursue
a master’s degree in
business administration

Name: Lani Hosei
Major: Music Ed
Hometown: White
Plains, NY
Future Plans:
Continue teaching
and performing, and
eventually record a
Christian CD

Name: Katherine
Huddleston
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Owasso,
OK
Future Plans: Pursue
a master’s degree in
special needs/inclusion
education

Name: Patricia Isom
Major: Psychology,
Clinical
Hometown: Fairfield
Glade, TN
Future Plans: Apply
for graduate schools,
continue working on
my album in Nashville

Congratulations Graduates!
“If God is your partner, make your plans BIG!”
—D. L. Moody
Name: Jonathan
Johnson
Major: Psychology
Hometown: Kingston,
Jamaica
Future Plans: Pursue
paralegal certification
at Emory, eventually
attend law school

Name: Sherilyn Lacy
Major: M.S.,
Clinical Mental
Health Counseling
Hometown:
Collegedale, TN
Future Plans:
Counsel locally in
private practice

Name: Kaleb Leeper
Major: Religious Ed
Hometown: Calhoun,
GA
Future Plans: Work at
Georgia Cumberland
Academy

Name: Karie MacPhee
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Crescent
City, CA

Name: Joanna
Meliti
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Instructional
Leadership

Name: Kurt Osena
Major: Religious Ed
Hometown: Colton,
CA
Future Plans: Itinerant
evangelism

Name: Jhenifa Parker
Major: Psychobiology
Hometown: Mission
Viejo, CA
Future Plans: Obtain
an M.S. in child
development/clinical
mental health, pursue a
Ph.D. in clinical psych

Name: Johnny Payne
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Outdoor Education
Hometown:
Cartersville, GA
Future Plans: Serve
as outdoor ministries
director at The
Mission Chattanooga

Name: Lance Pritchard
Major: M.S., Clinical
Mental Health
Counseling
Hometown: Oshawa,
Ontario
Future Plans: Find a
local job so I can collect
hours for licensure

Name: Robert Rayburn
Major: Outdoor
Leadership, Outdoor
Ministry
Hometown: Orlando,
FL
Future Plans: Get my
masters and work full
time at camp

Name: Jeff
Richardson
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Instructional
Leadership
Hometown: Ventura,
CA
Future Plans: Follow
God’s leading

Name: Christopher
Sauder
Major: Health, Physical
Ed and Recreation
Hometown: Tampa, FL
Future Plans: Find a
teaching job somewhere
out West

Name: Kelly Seymour
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
(non-licensure), A.A.,
Early Childhood Ed
Hometown: Bluffton,
IN
Future Plans: Teach
kids and continue to
grow in my education

Name: Jolene Shafer
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown:
Cincinnati, OH
Future Plans: Teach
7-8 grade in Daytona
Beach, FL

Name: Jeanna Stewart
Major: Liberal Arts-Ed
Hometown: Punta
Gorda, FL
Future Plans: Work in
the Hamilton County
School District
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Congratulations 								
		 December 2013 Graduates!
Name: John Sufficool
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Inclusive Education
Hometown:
Okeechobee, FL
Future Plans:
Continue teaching
in the Adventist
education system

Name: Michelle
Timpson
Major: M.S., Clinical
Mental Health
Counseling
Hometown: Baltimore,
MD
Future Plans: Work
toward my licensure

Name: Gabriel Trujillo
Major: M.S., Clinical
Mental Health
Counseling
Hometown:
Collegedale, TN
Future Plans: Counsel
in local churches and
agencies for licensure

Name: Janesta Walker
Major: M.S.Ed., Instructional Leadership
Hometown: Candler,
NC
Future Plans: To
serve God in whatever
capacity He leads me

Name: Beth-Anne
White
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Literacy Education
Hometown:
Cookeville, TN
Future Plans:
Continue to share my
love of literacy

Name: Shirley Zanes
Major: M.S.Ed.,
Literacy Education

Outdoor Leadership
Challenge Course Additions

“I

t’s like taking off from a cliff, flying in the air, and then
hitting a strong headwind that blows you backward!”
saidConrad Reichert, the first person to test this newly
built challenge course element. The flying squirrel is one of
two additions constructed this year to the outdoor leadership
program’s challenge course. In fact, the School of Education
and Psychology faculty and staff were the first group to try the
flying squirrel as part of their yearly kick-off activities. “The
flying squirrel has become a very popular element because it still
has the Wow! factor but people who are afraid of the other high
elements are not as intimidated by it,” said Doug Tilstra, director
of outdoor leadership. The participant, dubbed the squirrel, is
gently lifted off the ground by the rest of the team members,
called the team of horses, who hold the rope and move away
from the element.
The other addition, the giant swing, replaced an element
similar to it that needed to be retired due to changes in the
supporting trees. Both of the new elements use telephone poles,
instead of trees, which will allow them to last much longer. “It’s
taller than the one we used to have, but similar. A team pulls
you up and back, and when you’re as high as you want to go you
simply pull the rip cord and swing!” said Reichert, a graduate
assistant working towards the outdoor education master’s degree.
(Continued on next page)

6

Wellness Institute director Leslie Evenson swings on
one of the new outdoor leadership challenge course
elements, called the giant swing.

Major Profile

“W

Psychology Alumni:
Carrying the Torch

here do our psychology
majors go after
graduating?” asked
Ruth WilliamsMorris, professor of
psychology and director of psychology
programs. “We wanted to know, as
do first-year psychology majors, how
psychology alumni use the training
they receive in our undergraduate
programs. So we decided to find out,”
said WilliamsMorris. To this end,
the program recently re-established
contacted with 75 of the 97 students
who graduated with psychology
bachelor’s degrees in the past five years
(2008-2012). Of these students 77%
enrolled in graduate-level programs or
are employed in the field.
Southern’s psychology program is
pre-professional in that it is designed
to introduce students to a wide
knowledge base in the field and
prepare them for further training.
Therefore the dean and psychology
faculty are very pleased that 45%
of psychology alumni contacted
are pursuing graduate-level degrees
related to the field. As a point of
reference, the American Psychological
Association estimates that only 25%
of undergraduate psychology majors
nationwide go on to pursue graduate
degrees in psychology. “Our psychology
professors provide outstanding
instruction, so it comes as no surprise
that a high percentage of our students,
as compared to the national average,
express their commitment to the field

case managers, or behavioral therapists.
by pursuing further education,” said
“Our graduates carry the torch
John McCoy, dean of the School of
of psychology into a variety of
Education and Psychology.
Of the psychology alumni contacted, disciplines,” said WilliamsMorris.
Twenty-three
11% are pursuing
percent of
doctoral degrees
“This is what we
alumni contacted
in specialized areas
such as clinical
are about: preparing have chosen to
pursue a field
psychology,
students to successfully outside of the
counseling
social sciences.
psychology,
apply their training
Some, typically
psychophysiology,
those who
child psychology,
to whatever
graduated with
and neuroscience.
Sixteen psychology profession they choose.” a psychobiology
graduates
—Ruth WilliamsMorris concentration,
pursue medical
contacted have
careers. One
chosen to further
graduate works as a chiropractor
their education at Southern in our
after earning a doctor of chiropractic
clinical mental health counseling or
medicine degree.
school counseling master’s programs.
WilliamsMorris said, “This is what
Students also attend master’s-level
we are about: preparing students to
programs at Loma Linda University
successfully apply their training to
and Andrews University, as well as
whatever profession they choose.”
other schools including University of
Along with the excitement about
Miami, Ball State University, Argosy
how successful psychology alumni
University, Chestnut Hill College,
are, there is also a marked desire to
Fuller Theological Seminary, Walden
continue improving the program.
University, and Capella University.
Psychology faculty are working to
Psychology graduates are also
upgrade the practicum experience,
working in a variety of capacities.
increase opportunities for participation
Twenty-one percent of the 2008in research, better prepare students
2012 psychology alumni contacted
for further professional training, and
are currently employed in the field
utilize the psychology lab that will
as school counselors, clinical mental
be available in the newly renovated
health counselors, social workers,
Summerour Hall facilities.
marriage and family therapists,
administrators in psychiatric hospitals,

Outdoor Leadership Challenge Course Additions

(Continued from previous page)

Tilstra is excited about the growth of the outdoor leadership program’s adventure programming. Its staff is developing
relationships with prospective clients, including public and private schools in the area, as well as renewing connections with
past groups. “Our adventure programming and environmental education programs are growing to levels we haven’t seen in
several years,” Tilstra said. More information about outdoor leadership programming is available at southern.edu/outdoor.
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Ardelle Dickinson

t’s exciting to have one of
our own return as a faculty
member!” said Asti Conibear,
office manager of the School of
Education and Psychology. And,
indeed, we are pleased to welcome
a former student worker as a new
faculty member: Ardelle Dickinson.
Dickinson, then Bland, earned a
master’s degree in marriage and
family counseling from Southern
in 2007 while working as an office
assistant in the School of Education
and Psychology. After completing a
Ph.D. in Counselor Education and
Supervision from Regent University,
Dickinson has returned as assistant
professor of counseling.
Dickinson grew up in Loma Linda,
California. After graduating from
Loma Linda Academy, she spent a
year at Newbold College in the United
Kingdom. In 2005 she graduated
Ardelle Dickinson enjoys spending time with her husband Brian and her
from Walla Walla University with a
stepchildren Bryn, Connor, and Ethan.
bachelor’s degree in psychology and a
minor in sociology. Dickinson chose
Dickinson is a cat enthusiast and
graduated with her Ph.D.
to attend Southern for her master’s
loves her three cats Yo-yo, Pepper, and
One of the aspects Dickinson
degree after encountering a professor
Freya. In fact, she met her husband
appreciates most about working at
who spoke highly of Southern’s
Brian, a veterinarian in the area,
Southern so far is the warm welcome
spiritual atmosphere.
while rescueing Pepper as a kitten.
she has received from fellow faculty
Dickinson loved the counseling
The two were married in 2009 by Rob
members. “Everyone has been
program at Southern and is excited
Coombs, professor of psychology at
welcoming and supportive,” said
to now be a faculty member, saying,
Dickinson, who is excited to join with Southern.
“I learned so much about myself
Dickinson, her husband, and her
the faculty and give back to students
and serving
three stepchildren, ages 13, 11, and 7,
in her new role.
others from
enjoy spending time together outside,
“Counselors are on the Dickinson
the program,
biking and walking on the weekends.
is a Licensed
and I really
front lines, working
Dickinson also enjoys cooking and
Professional
enjoyed the
and expressing her creativity
Counselor
and
with people who come previously worked baking
environment.”
through hobbies like painting.
In fact, it
Dickinson is passionate about
with intense battles.” at the Collegedale
was during
Church Counseling counseling and sharing this passion
her Career
—Ardelle Dickinson Center and at
with students. She enjoys the diversity
Counseling
of opinions in the classroom and the
Focus Healthcare,
course that she
a facility that treats freedom to spontaneously integrate
discovered her calling to be a teacher.
faith with learning. Dickinson finds
eating disorders and addictions.
Dickinson began her doctorate
preparing students to be competent
Her professional interests include
program with hopes of returning to
counselors very meaningful, saying,
integrating faith and counseling,
teach at Southern, and it so happened substance dependence/abuse
“Counselors are on the front lines,
that the counseling program opened
counseling, and stepfamilies, the focus working with people who come with
a new position around the time she
intense battles.”
of her dissertation.

NEW FACULTY

C

Cristy Pratt

intending to teach, Pratt was surprised
risty Pratt (then de Souza) and enjoys reading, mud runs, and
her family left their relatives in obstacle races such as the Chattanooga to receive this invitation but eventually
accepted the opportunity to expand
Challenge.
their home country of Brazil
her experience. After several semesters
Pratt was able to apply her I/O
to come to the United States when
she realized she loved teaching and
psychology training in her seven years
she was 10 years old. Pratt faced not
was experiencing more fulfillment
of work for the City of Collegedale,
only the challenge of adjusting to a
and growth from the one class she
foreign country, but also the daunting creating and directing the HR
was teaching each semester than from
department. Her duties included
task of learning a new language. Her
her full-time work. Recognizing her
parents wanted their children to retain overseeing employee retention,
passion for teaching led her to apply
succession planning, benefits, and
their native tongue, so Portuguese
for a position as assistant professor of
alone was spoken in their home while recruiting. Pratt’s enthusiasm for
psychology, which
Pratt learned to speak
she happily accepted
English at school.
when offered.
After living in
Pratt primarily
Massachusetts and
teaches introductoryFlorida, Pratt’s family
level psychology
settled in Collegedale,
courses and enjoys
Tennessee, in 1997.
introducing students
There she met her
to the field, saying,
husband, Shawn,
“Psychology is in
during their senior
everyday life, not
year of high school at
just counseling.
Collegedale Academy.
It’s everywhere you
Pratt graduated from
go, because most
Southern with a
jobs are working
bachelor’s degree in
with people.” She
psychology in 2004
is especially excited
before marrying
that Southern
Shawn in the summer
offers an I/O
of 2005. Pratt
psychology emphasis
went on to earn a
and plans to use
master’s degree in
her professional
psychology from
Walden University
Cristy Pratt and her husband Shawn enjoy spending time outside with experience to
contribute to the
with an emphasis
their dogs, Skyler and Logan.
program as the
in industrial/
director of this degree concentration.
I/O psychology is evident when
organizational (I/O) psychology in
Pratt said, “I love getting to know
she speaks about the variety of
2007.
students and interacting with them
programs she implemented aimed at
The Pratts share an interest in
in and out of the classroom.” Pratt
promoting employee well-being, such
I/O psychology and background
often finds that she can relate to the
as weight loss contests and financial
in human resources (HR). While
management courses. Pratt endorses a struggles students are facing. She sees
completing her master’s degree,
teaching as an opportunity to witness
philosophy of wellness, asserting that
Pratt began working for the City of
to students by being open and honest
employees are more productive when
Collegedale in the HR Department.
about her own experiences.
they are equipped to manage their
Shawn works in HR for Craftworks
As she continues to expand
personal lives effectively.
in downtown Chattanooga, where
Pratt received a call from the School her knowledge of the field, Pratt
he oversees restaurants across the
is pursuing a Ph.D. program in
of Education and Psychology to teach
nation. The couple also shares a love
psychology. She plans to enroll in a
of hiking outside with their two boxer psychology classes at Southern as an
Ph.D. program with an emphasis in
adjunct professor while still working
dogs, Skyler and Logan. In addition
I/O psychology in the near future.
for the City of Collegedale. Never
to spending time with Shawn, Pratt
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NEW FACULTY

B

Tron Wilder

orn and raised in a small
town in East Tennessee, Tron
Wilder began teaching as an
adjunct professor for the School of
Education and Psychology at Southern
while completing his dissertation
on the similarities between the
Adventist educational system and
other educational models. He enjoyed
teaching at Southern so much that
he recently accepted a position as
assistant professor of psychology.
Wilder met his wife of 10 years,
then Kristie Young, at Southern in
1998. In 2003 they were married in
downtown Chattanooga at Coolidge
Park. Recently the Wilders celebrated
the arrival of their son, William Ace
Wilder, born August 18, 2013. “Now,”
said Wilder, “I enjoy spending free
time sitting on the front porch with
Kristie and Ace.” Kristie also teaches
at Southern in the School of Social
Tron Wilder relaxes with his wife, Kristie, and their son, Ace, who all enjoy
Work, where she uses her law degree
spending time sitting on the front porch of their downtown Chattanooga home.
to specialize in social work policy.
The Wilders share an enjoyment of
Wilder is passionate about helping
An alumnus of Georgia
downtown Chattanooga, where they
students
learn. He is a licensed
Cumberland
Academy,
Wilder
live in a historic neighborhood with
school
psychologist
in Tennessee and
graduated
with
a
bachelor’s
degree
the distinction of being Chattanooga’s
Georgia
and
has
worked
at public
in
psychology
with
minors
in
art
and
first
schools
in
both
states.
Wilder’s
Christian
service
subdivision.
excitement is obvious as he recalls
from Southern
“I believe it is
Wilder enjoys
the satisfaction he felt “when working
in
2001.
He
went
working on
important
to
teach
with
with teachers to modify their practices
directly
into
handyman
so that a struggling student could
the educational
projects around
a variety of creative
learn effectively, and then seeing the
specialist
in
their home,
positive results that followed.”
school
psychology
techniques
so
that
each
which was built
From the unique perspective of a
program
at
the
in 1930.
student
can
connect
school
psychologist, Wilder enjoys
University
of
The Wilders
the
challenge
of meeting the needs
Tennessee
at
lead a small
with the material.”
of
a
wide
variety
of learning styles in
Chattanooga,
group in their
his
teaching.
“I
believe
it is important
where
he
received
—Tron Wilder
church, called
to teach with a variety of creative
his Ed.S. degree
Many Hands,
techniques so that each student can
in
2004.
When
with the
connect with the material,” Wilder
the
Wilders
moved
to
Nashville
mission of serving others in the area
said. He also enjoys interacting
for
Kristie
to
work
toward
her
law
through home improvement projects.
and connecting with students and
degree,
Wilder
decided
to
pursue
a
Wilder, who enjoys serving, said, “The
appreciates the small class size that
Ph.D.
at
Tennessee
State
University.
importance of service in developing
allows him to get to know students
In
2012,
Wilder
obtained
a
Ph.D.
in
individual relationships and giving
personally.
psychology
with
a
concentration
in
back to the community at large is the
school psychology.
foundation of Many Hands.”
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ALUMNI Spotlight

Kevin and Sarah Young
Having met at
Southern, psychology
alumni Kevin and
Sarah (Shield) Young
are embarking on a
life of service together
after attending
graduate school.
Kevin and Sarah Young met while
attending Southern and had plenty
of time to get to know each other in
the psychology classes they shared. In
addition to receiving their bachelor’s
degrees in psychology in 2010, Kevin
earned an associate’s degree in
accounting and Sarah received a minor
in Italian.
Both of them were accepted at Ball
State University in Muncie, Indiana,
where they began their respective
master’s programs in 2011. Sarah
worked towards a clinical mental
health counseling degree while Kevin
pursued a degree in school counseling
and a certificate in identity and
leadership development.
It was during his hands-on
practicum learning experience at
Southern that Kevin realized he
wanted to pursue school counseling.
“I felt strongly led to this preventative
approach that blended my passion for
psychology, education, and working
with young people,” said Kevin, who
counts it a blessing to feel passionate
about his chosen career.
The Youngs appreciate the overall
rigorous preparation they received in
the psychology program at Southern.
“My time at Southern was well spent!”
reports Kevin, “A couple of the
introductory graduate courses in my
master’s program felt like refreshers.”
Sarah reflects: “My education at

Psychology alumni Sarah and Kevin Young
appreciate their experience at Southern.

2012. In 2013, the Youngs graduated
Southern really helped me prepare for
with their masters’ degrees and moved
graduate school. The rigorous training
to Northwest Georgia where Sarah
in research and statistics was very
continues to pursue her interests in
beneficial, as well as the feedback and
program development and evaluation
stories from professors.”
and Kevin works as a school counselor
Their experience in the Research
in a high school.
Design and Statistics (RDS) classes
As a school counselor, Kevin is
at Southern stood out to both of the
excited about
Youngs. “I am
putting his
very glad that
“I regularly draw
education and
the psychology
passion into
program at
from the fundamental
practice at his
Southern
knowledge
of
counseling,
school where
provides
many of the
students with
personality theory,
1000 students
an opportunity
to conduct their statistics, and testing that are from lower
income families.
own research
I learned at Southern.” “I regularly
and present it
draw from the
on campus,”
—Kevin Young
fundamental
Sarah said.
knowledge
Kevin adds, “I
of counseling, personality theory,
did not have to be so intimidated by
statistics, and testing that I learned at
the research course or by audiences
Southern,” Kevin said. “Armed with
at the Indiana School Counselor
this knowledge I aid students in their
Association conference because of my
personal, social, career, and academic
prior experience in RDS.”
development.”
The Youngs were married in July
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MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern Adventist University
is focused on Christ, the
Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience.
Classes are held in the evenings to
accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success.
Southern’s program prepares students for
state licensure and provides practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles.
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles but
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Call or visit online to ﬁnd out
how you can get started.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

